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July 27, 2017
To Whom It May Concern:
I write in support of Blue Hill’s application for grant funding through the Maine DOT BPP program. As
Director of the Bay School, a PreK-8 private school located on South Street, I deal daily with safety concerns
for the students at my school who walk to and from their daily activities. While safety of our students has
always been a concern, new development on South Street, including the upcoming construction of the Co-op,
highlighted this importance.
There are a number of students who walk to school from their homes in town each morning, and many more
walk down South Street after school to their homes, the businesses where their parents work, and to the Blue
Hill Public Library. Additionally, during the school day, several teachers take children to the local park to
draw or paint, teachers access the trail across the street to go down to the ocean for activities, and others
walk with students to the food pantry to help stock shelves and even to the Fishnet on opening day for ice
cream.
Although we allow the older students (with parent permission) to walk after school to their next location, we
certainly don’t encourage it. We think it is risky for our students to be out on South Street.
The week before school ended a mother approached me when she dropped off her daughter about the kids
walking to downtown (she said she knew we were working on a sidewalk effort). Her concern was the kids
walking on the wrong side of the street (not facing traffic) and their safety. There has been a general concern
about safety among many parents, and this concern has increased with the Co-op going in across the street
and further development of the South Street area.
Receipt of the grant, along with the town’s commitment, will improve pedestrian options, but more
importantly, it will make great strides in ensuring safety for all who are walking in this area.
Sincerely,
Marcia Diamond
Director

P.O. Box 950 Blue Hill, Maine 04614 | 207.374.2187 | www.bayschool.org

July 6, 2017
A South Street School Connected to the Community
Blue Hill Harbor School, entering its eleventh year as a private high
school approved for public tuition, serving approximately 30 students in
grades 9 - 12, has always held community relationships as a core value.
Our learning model is designed to enable independently-minded students
develop their responsibility, nurture their aspirations and increase their
investment and involvement with the community.
In support of these objectives, within the scope of our abilities with a
small dedicated staff, we have supported internships and volunteer efforts
with the Blue Hill educational, nonprofit and business community - including
The Weekly Packet, Blue Hill Consolidated School, Rackliffe Pottery, Blue
Hill Heritage Trust, The Turnstyle/Food Pantry, Blue Hill Garage, the
Bagaduce Lending Library, Bay School, Blue Hill Bach, and South Street
Garage among others.
As we encourage students to utilize their open campus privileges,
they can regularly be seen laughing and talking on their way downtown or
along South Street to Tradewinds, Dunkin Donuts, or Subway. Several of
our students work at these establishments, and we send volunteers to the
Tree of Life regularly. As we do not have a gym, our physical education
program also uses these roads for biking, hiking and going to the gym at
the the Blue Hill YMCA.
Establishing safe pedestrian walkways would be of tremendous value
to our school and the students it serves, and continue to strengthen our
ability to serve our community. We heartily endorse and encourage any
and all efforts to develop infrastructure that improves the safety, quality of
life, and community spirit of our street and our town - and the young people
who are already becoming key members of the community.

Providing safe and beautiful paths for our children and young people
to connect with their community would show we are a small town with a big
heart.
Please let us know if we and our students can do anything to further
support your efforts. Thank you for your commitment to our community.
Grace and Peace,

Joshua
Dr. Joshua Jones
Principal
Blue Hill Harbor School

